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The idea of an Antarctic Heritage List came about with the Antarctic Treaty in the 1960’s and the 
List was first drawn up in 1972. It contains today 87 sites (5 have been delisted for various 
reasons). Antarctic Heritage is defined by the Environmental Protocol as one of the three 
categories of protected areas. Several resolutions (2009, 2018) have detailed the inscription 
process and offered guidelines for the assessment and management of Antarctic Heritage sites. 
The concept and principles used for Antarctic heritage differ substantially from the principles 
established in international Conventions, in an attempt to reflect the specificities of the history of 
the continent. After over 50 years of inscriptions the List includes very diverse heritage types, 
ranging from sites linked to the Antarctic exploration to monuments celebrating events or people, 
to elements of technology. The paper examines the relationship between the heritage principles 
and concepts expressed within the Antarctic Treaty System, and the internationally accepted 
ones. It also examines the nature of the sites and monuments listed in the Antarctic Heritage List 
to identify models and trends.  
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Only a few attempts have been made to investigate the direct correlation between Antarctic 
geopolitics and heritage so far: Ricardo Roura has briefly surveyed the historic sites and 
monuments and their political consumption, identifying key trends; Bryan Lintott has performed a 
case study on Scott and Shackleton’s Huts and their significance to international relations; and 
Dag Avango has given an account on Antarctic, as well as Arctic, heritage sites distinguishing 
between material historic remains and cultural heritage sites in the process. The common 
denominator for these three accounts is the official list of Historic Sites and Monuments (HSMs) 
created in 1972. The list currently contains 92 entries and offers a neat collection of tangible 
samples of Antarctic cultural heritage.  
 
How political actors manipulate the governance of Antarctic heritage both on as well as off the 
continent, however, is yet to be examined. Depending on their audience, states in particular may 
adopt differing strategies to best exploit the political value these HSMs have to offer. For 
example, during bilateral and multilateral interactions with their peers they might exercise 
unconventional forms of sovereignty to craft HSMs as an instrument of occupation, effectively 
using them to demonstrate past, present, as well as intended future, presence in the region. 
When interacting with their constituents in the intra-national context, on the other hand, they 
might orchestrate, encourage, allow or deny certain reproductions of these HSMs in Antarctica, 
that in turn reinforce a particular national Antarctic narrative.  
 
In order to better grasp why states act the way they do with regard to the regulation of historic 
material remains in Antarctica, this paper will focus on just one nominating party and its entries 
on the HSMs list: Australia. Despite laying claim to 42 per cent of the Antarctic continent, 
Australia has just four historic sites or monuments featuring on the list: three rock cairns and 
Cape Denison. This paper analyses Australia’s proposal and management of these HSMs on the 
continent, and examines the extent to which it is involved in their reproduction off it.  
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This paper will discuss the origins of APECS, its challenges and accomplishments of an 
organization powered by the enthusiasm of its membership. The discussion will also look into the 
future of polar research for early career researchers, and how APECS is preparing for it.  
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The Southern Hemisphere cities of Cape Town, Christchurch, Hobart, Punta Arenas and 

Ushuaia are recognised as the main Antarctic gateway cities in the polar community. These 

cities have important transport infrastructure to accommodate travel to Antarctica and 

have a significant engagement with the South Polar Region. Notwithstanding their 

cultural, economic and political ties with Antarctica, until now these cities have been 

thought through primarily as an exit/entry point for polar science programmes, tourism or 

fishing. This paper discusses the results of a series of workshops and focus group 

discussions in these Antarctic gateway cities about these cities’ urban sustainability and 

their multiple dimensions of connectedness to the Antarctic. The work we present is part 

of an international collaborative research project titled Antarctic Cities and the Global 

Commons: Rethinking the Gateways, which is the first project to offer a systematic 

rethinking of both the engagement and outlook of these cities from the perspective of 

their relationship with the Antarctic Region and with each other, beyond logistic 
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capabilities and commercial value. We argue that rather than viewing themselves as ‘mere’ 

Antarctic gateways, these cities are well-positioned to reorient their role and act as 

custodians of Antarctica. We have engaged experts and community representatives of 

each of these cities who plan and envision their metropolitan futures; as a result, we 

explore such a shift in their urban practices and polar imaginaries from 'gateway cities' to 

'custodian cities'. 
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In the frame of a broader interdisciplinary research project we are studying the production of 
cultural meaning resulting from tourist direct visits to, or contact with, Antarctic historic remains, 
as part of heritage-making process at the individual level. In this context, we have 
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