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Welcome to the Spring edition of the
SCAR Newsletter.
The last few months have certainly
been busy, as will the next few with
many activities and important meetings
on the horizon.
Starting with some science news, at
the beginning of February Russian scientists finally penetrated Lake Vostok,
the first time such a breakthrough has
been made into one of the more than
300 sub-glacial lakes known to exist on
the White Continent. The SCAR President, Mahlon “Chuck” Kennicutt gave
an interview on the subject, the podcast of which is available from http://
earthsky.org/human-world/earthsky22-penetrating-lake-vostok. For this
and other exciting Antarctic science
news see pages 5-6.
Other highlights include the fact that
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proposals for five new Scientific Research Programmes will be presented
for approval after external review at the
SCAR Business and Delegates’ meetings this July in Portland:
• State of the Antarctic Ecosystem
(AntEco)
• Antarctic Thresholds - Ecosystem
Resilience and Adaptation (AnT-ERA)
• Antarctic Climate Change in the 21st
Century (AntClim21)
• Past Antarctic Ice Sheet Dynamics
(PAIS)

• Solid Earth Responses and influences on Cryospheric Evolution (SERCE)
For further details see: http://www.scar.
org/researchgroups/progplanning/
The Southern Ocean Observing System (SOOS) has also moved into its
implementation phase, with the first
steering meeting being held in the US

this February. A pdf of the Initial Science and Implementation Plan is available from the SOOS website at www.
soos.aq.
Over the next few months the 3rd and
final IPY conference will be taking
place in Montreal in April (http://www.
ipy2012montreal.ca/). In June, the
Antarctic Treaty and associated meetings are taking place in Hobart, Australia, with SCAR submitting a variety
of papers on a range of topics including an update to the ACCE report, the
impact of acoustics in the marine environment, fresh foods as a vector for
introducing non-indigenous species to
Antarctica, aliens in Antarctica, an update on the Southern Ocean Observing System, a paper on tsunamis risks
(with COMNAP leading the effort), and
a strategy for 21st century conservation and protection in Antarctica.
Continued on page 3

SCAR at Ridge A!

Antarctica’s newest station was established at Ridge A on January 22
by a US/Australian team. Consisting initially of a sub-millimetre wavelength telescope called HEAT, the
station is designed to operate for
12 months without attention. The
SCAR flag provides useful information on wind speed and direction,
should the instruments on the meteorological tower fail. Initial results
from the station will be reported at
the OSC meeting in Portland in July.
Photo credit:
Craig Kulesa, University of Arizona.

Highlights in this issue
• SCAR focus on . . . the Biodiversity Data Paper concept - page 2
• News from SCAR

- pages 3 & 4		

• Polar News & APECS - page 7

• Antarctic Science

- pages 5 & 6		

• Forthcoming Events

- page 8

page 2											SCAR newsletter

SCAR focus on . . . . the Biodiversity Data Paper concept
Free and open access to biodiversity data is essential for our understanding of the Antarctic Ecosystem.

Paper concept brings up conventional
scholarly publication of enriched metadata
(detailed description of datasets), directly
addressing this issue.

Furthermore, these insights are vital for
informed decision-making to achieve biodiversity conservation and sustainable
development (Chavan and Penev 2011).
Within the Antarctic Treaty, the value of
opening up data access has always been
embedded:

Integrated in the new ANTABIF workflow,
the GBIF Integrated Publishing Toolkit
(ipt.biodiversity.aq) is an online informatics suite which allows users (individual
scientists, institutions,…) to standardize,
manage, document and publish their primary biodiversity data. Once the user
decides, new datasets are exposed on
the web, and become available to various
data aggregators, which publish the data
in dedicated, community-oriented data
portals. Using the IPT, the user can opt
for the option of automatically generating
a manuscript (Data Paper), from the metadata, and submit it for peer-reviewing and
eventual publication in a journal accepting
this type of contribution.

« In order to promote international cooperation in scientiﬁc investigation in Antarctica, […], the Contracting Parties agree
that, to the greatest extent feasible and
practicable: […] Scientific observations
and results from Antarctica shall be exchanged and made freely available. ».
Over the last decades this idea has also
been growing outside the Antarctic Treaty
System, in a wide range of biodiversity-related communities. Recently, publishers
have started implementing the principle
that data should be made available, without restriction, once data have been used
in academic publications.
While large projects often dedicate a considerable amount of effort to the archiving
and publishing of the
collected data, such
practices tend to be
overlooked in smaller
projects. Due to the
high amount of such
smaller scale datasets,
they actually constitute
a huge volume of biodiversity data at risk of
being forever lost.
Even within the platform of SCAR-MarBIN
( w w w. s c a r m a r b i n .
be) that already gives
access to an unprecedented amount of
expert-validated data,
we suspect that a significant amount of primary data are not yet
easily accessible nor
discoverable. Among
potential impediments,
one is a lack of incentives to data owners for
publishing their data
resources. This activity is often considered
as
time-consuming
and unrewarded in the
short term. The Data

Using the IPT, a new mechanism is in
place for incentivizing data publishers efforts towards easy, efficient and enhanced
publishing, dissemination, sharing and reuse of biodiversity data. The Data Paper
is one possible mechanism to offer scholarly reward for efforts and investment by
scientists in enriching metadata and pub-

lishing them as citable academic papers.
The pioneering Data Paper concept arises
from a joint effort led by GBIF in collaboration with Pensoft Publishers through its
journals Zookeys, PhytoKeys, MycoKeys,
BioRisk, NeoBiota, Nature Conservation
and the forthcoming Biodiversity Data
Journal, which all accept IPT-generated
manuscripts.
It is hoped that in addition to rewarding
those publishing their biodiversity data,
the Data Papers concept will also speed
up the publishing of fit-for-use, well-documented biodiversity data resources. However, to be proven, the concept requires a
high degree of commitment by the SCAR
communities, starting with the biodiversity
researchers and expanding towards other
scientific fields.
Chavan V & Penev L, 2011. “The data
paper: a mechanism to incentivize data
publishing in biodiversity science.”
BMC Bioinformatics 12 (Suppl 15): S2.
doi:10.1186/1471-2105-12-S15-S2.
http://www.biomedcentral.com/14712105/12/S15/S2.

The GBIF/Pensoft workflow of data publishing and automated generation of data paper manuscripts.
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News from SCAR
Launch of the Southern
Ocean Observing System
The Southern Ocean plays a key role
in the climate and ecosystem functioning of the whole planet, but understanding has long been hampered by
lack of data.
The science community, led by SCAR
and SCOR (the Scientific Committee
on Oceanic Research), has established
the Southern Ocean Observing System
(SOOS) to address this.
The SOOS Initial Science and Implementation Strategy document is available for
download from the SOOS website at:
http://www.soos.aq/

Editorial

(continued from Page 1)
In July, the SCAR Open Science Conference, SCAR Business meetings and
Delegates’ meeting take place. Overall, 930 abstracts were received, the
second highest number of submissions
since the conference started (only
surpassed by the joint SCAR/IASC/
IPY conference in St Petersburg in
2008!) Registration is now open (http://
scar2012.geol.pdx.edu/) so I would encourage everyone to register for what
promises to be a fantastic conference.

Mike Sparrow,
Executive Director, SCAR

Climate and Cryosphere project
also co-sponsored by SCAR and our
sister organisation, the International
Arctic Science Committee (IASC).
Both the SCAR Executive Director, Mike
Sparrow, and the IASC Executive Secretary, Volker Rachold attended the meeting
of the CliC Scientific Steering Group in
March to discuss how CliC will evolve in
the future and its interactions with SCAR
and IASC.
The Climate and Cryosphere project
(CliC) is a project of the World Climate
Research Programme (WCRP) that is

CliC is currently working with SCAR on the
workshop in Portland on Ice Sheet Mass
Balance and Sea Level (see Forthcoming

Diana Wall to receive SCAR President’s Medal
Professor Diana H Wall will be awarded the 2012 SCAR President’s Medal
for Excellence in Antarctic Research.
The President’s Medal is awarded for outstanding achievement in Antarctic science
and scientific advice to policy makers.
Diana is a University Distinguished Professor, Professor of Biology, and Director, School of Global Environmental Sustainability at Colorado State University.
She is actively engaged in research to
explore how soil biodiversity contributes
to healthy, productive soils and thus to
society, and the consequences of human
activities on soil sustainability. She has
conducted more than twenty years of research in the Antarctic Dry Valleys examining the response of soil biodiversity and

ecosystem processes to environmental
change. Diana is an active member of the
SCAR Standing Scientific Group on Life
Sciences and has been involved in the
development of SCAR’s next generation
of Scientific Research Programmes. She
is also working closely with SCAR on the
21st Century Conservation initiative. Further details are given in Diana’s citation,
which can be found on the SCAR website
at http://www.scar.org/awards/Wall_Citation_2012.pdf.
The Medal and a certificate will be presented to Diana at the conference banquet of the XXXII SCAR Open Science
Conference to be held in Portland, US, on
Wednesday July 18th.

Events on page 8) and on implementation
of the Southern Ocean Observing System. CliC jointly sponsors the CLIVAR/
CliC/SCAR Southern Ocean Panel and
the International Programme for Antarctic
Buoys. CliC has also recently appointed
a new Executive Director, Jenny Baeseman, whom many of you will know as the
Founding Director of APECS. We will look
forward to working closely with Jenny and
CliC on issues of mutual interest in the
cryosphere.
More information can be found on the CliC
website at www.climate-cryosphere.org
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SCAR Announcements
Announcement of Opportunity - SCAR and COMNAP Fellowships 2012
Two Antarctic organisations have joined forces to launch Fellowships for early career researchers. The Fellowships are worth up to
US$15,000 each and up to five fellowships (4 SCAR and 1 COMNAP)
are on offer for 2012.
SCAR has been offering scientific fellowships to early career scientists since
2005. Such fellowships have enabled Antarctic and Southern Ocean scientists
to participate in a range of significant research including using ice cores to determine proxies for the Southern Annular Mode, a molecular study of Antarctic ostracods, and investigating particulate carbon and
biogenic silica in sea ice in both the Arctic and Antarctic regions. Since 2005, twenty-five SCAR Fellowships have been awarded.
Up to four awards are being offered by SCAR in this round. In 2011, the Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programs
(COMNAP) launched its own Antarctic Research Fellowship Scheme, offering one fellowship for an early career person in order
to carry out research within a COMNAP National Antarctic Program.
The two schemes were announced together in February and are being jointly promoted by both organisations. The excitement
generated during the recent International Polar Year (2007-2008) has created an enthusiastic group of early career Antarctic
researchers, many of whom would benefit from the opportunities the Fellowships provide. This supports the scientific goals
of SCAR and the international cooperation goal of COMNAP to develop and promote best practice in managing the support to
Antarctic science. The fellowships enable early career researchers to join a project team from another country, opening up new
opportunities and often creating research partnerships that last many years and over many Antarctic research seasons.

The deadline for applications is 13 June 2012.
For more information, see the SCAR Fellowships page (http://www.scar.org/awards/fellowships/)
or visit the COMNAP website (https://www.comnap.aq/SitePages/fellowships.aspx)

APECS Webinar on
Antarctica Day now
available

The 2012 Martha T. Muse Prize
for Science and Policy in Antarctica
The “Martha T. Muse Prize for Science and Policy in Antarctica” is a US$ 100,000 unrestricted
award presented to an individual in the fields of Antarctic science or policy who has demonstrated
potential for sustained and significant contributions that will enhance the understanding and/or
preservation of Antarctica. The Prize is inspired by Martha T. Muse’s passion for Antarctica and is
intended to be a legacy of the International Polar Year 2007-2008.
The prize-winner can be from any country and work in any field of Antarctic science or policy. The
goal is to provide recognition of the important work being done by the individual and to call attention to the significance of understanding Antarctica in a time of change. A website with further
details, including the process of nomination and selection of the Prize recipients is available at
www.museprize.org.
The Prize is awarded by the Tinker Foundation and administered by the Scientific Committee on
Antarctic Research (SCAR). The Tinker Foundation have committed to funding the Prize for at
least five years.

Nominations
close on
12 April 2012

The APECS webinar on Antarctica
Day is now available online at
http://vimeo.com/38505914.
This session, chaired by Julia Schmale,
features presentations on “Polar Science in a Global Context (Mike Sparrow, Volker Rachold and Jenny Baeseman); Antarctica Day and Where it
Came From (Allen Pope); Southern
Ocean Marine Food Webs: Engaging
Early Career Scientists in an International Collaborative Modelling Community (Tosca Ballerini) and Adding Value
to Antarctic Social Science Research
(Daniela Liggett).
For more information on APECS webinars, please visit the APECS website:
http://www.apecs.is/
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Antarctic Science
Russian entry into Lake Vostok
Russian scientists are reporting success in their quest to retrieve a water
sample from Lake Vostok, a huge body
of liquid water buried under the Antarctic ice.
Researchers believe Vostok can give

them some fresh insights into the frozen
history of Antarctica. It is the first time
such a breakthrough has been made into
one of the more than 300 sub-glacial lakes
known to exist on the White Continent.
They also hope to find microbial lifeforms
that are new to science.

Contact with the subglacial water was
made at a depth of 3769.3 m.
For further information, see the official
Press Release on our Antarctic Science
news page: http://www.scar.org/news/antarctic/

Antarctic lake drilling mission edges closer

An ambitious plan to explore a vast better understand the past climate. It is is
lake trapped beneath the Antarctic ice one of the most challenging scientific projects for years. The task is so complex that
is a step closer to becoming reality.
preparations have had to be spread over
An advance party has braved freezing two Antarctic summer seasons.
temperatures to set up vital equipment
and supplies at Lake Ellsworth. The pro- Read the full article on the BBC News ject by UK engineers to drill through the Science and Environment website (http://
two-mile-thick ice-sheet is scheduled www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environfor the end of the year. The aims are to ment-16538129 ) and find out more about
search for signs of life in the waters and the project on the Lake Ellsworth website
to extract sediments from the lake floor to (http://www.ellsworth.org.uk/).

Science at Lake Elsworth
Photo: Subglacial Lake Ellsworth Consortium

Strangely moving Antarctic lakes surprise researchers
Researchers recently uncovered a startling phenomenon — a set of teardropshaped lakes in Antarctica that mysteriously move, jogging along at a pace
as fast as five feet (1.5 metres) per day.

A satellite image shows one of the moving lakes.
They appear every austral summer during the
melt season, and freeze over in winter.

Image: S. Niebuhr / P. Morin / Polar Geospatial
Center / DigitalGlobe

The lakes sit atop the George VI ice shelf
— a massive floating plain of ice larger
than Vermont, composed of the mingled
fronts of glaciers that flow off the edge of
the continent and rest on the ocean.
Researcher Doug MacAyeal said they had

expected the lakes to move over time, but
only because the ice shelf underneath
them also moves, as ice flows from the interior of the continent out to sea. Instead,
“we found a subset of lakes that defied this
in a spectacularly curious and interesting
way, by moving parallel to a coastline of
the George VI ice shelf,” MacAyeal said.
Read the full article in Science on msnbc:
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/46206480/
ns/technology_and_science-science/#.
TyvC3GC9fLg

New species discovered around Antarctic hydrothermal vents
Scientists have discovered huge numbers of new marine species clustered
in the hot, dark environment surrounding hydrothermal vents on the deep
sea floor near Antarctica.
The findings include a new species of yeti

crab, an unidentified octopus, an undescribed seven-armed sea-star, starfish,
barnacles, limpets and sea anemones.
The UK-led team made its discovery after
exploring the East Scotia Ridge on the sea
floor off the coast of South Georgia in the

Southern Ocean, using a remotely-operated vehicle (ROV) called Isis.
Read the full story on the NERC Planet
Earth website: http://planetearth.nerc.
ac.uk/news/story.aspx?id=1131

The Southern Ocean’s role in carbon exchange during the last deglaciation
The concentration of atmospheric CO2
rose by ~80 parts per million (ppm),
from ~190 to 270 ppm, during the last
deglaciation.
It is widely believed that the primary
source of that CO2 was the deep Southern
Ocean. In a recent study, Burke and Robinson present a 25,000-year-long record

of the radiocarbon content of deep-sea
corals collected from the Southern Ocean,
which shows evidence of the 14C-depletion that must have accompanied CO2
sequestration. 14C depletion and ocean
stratification ended between 15,000 and
14,000 years ago, in a manner consistent with the transfer of large amounts of
CO2 from the deep Southern Ocean to the

atmosphere. The observed 14C drop can
explain the atmospheric CO2 rise between
17,500 and 14,500 years ago, adding support to the existing model of deglacial CO2
dynamics.
Read the full Science article at: http://www.
sciencemag.org/content/335/6068/557

page 6											SCAR newsletter

Antarctic Science
Giant dino lived in Antarctica
Before penguins ruled Antarctica, dinosaurs roamed across what was then
a forested continent, migrating over
from Australia and other land masses
that were connected to it at the time.
Several Antarctic dinosaurs have already
been found, including an armoured ankylosaur and a handful of birdlike dinosaurs.

But researchers working on James Ross
Island off the Antarctic Peninsula have
now reported the discovery of what may
be the biggest dino yet: a fossil from the
tailbone of a sauropod, a giant, four-legged dinosaur with a long neck and tail.
As they write in Naturwissenschaften this
week, the researchers believe this planteating beast lived during the Cretaceous

period, which lasted until about 65 million
years ago.
For more information, see the Science
website
(http://news.sciencemag.org/
sciencenow/2011/12/scienceshot-giantdino-lived-in.html) or read the full Naturwissenschaften article (http://www.springerlink.com/content/b83356604xk128m5/).

How to say ‘in your face’ like a penguin
Like a football player who just scored a
touchdown, male white-flippered penguins (Eudyptula minor albosignata)
perform triumph displays after defeating an opponent. Now, researchers in
New Zealand have found that those
victory dances, complete with a braying, donkeylike call and flipper waving,
make it less likely that nearby penguins
will challenge the winner.
“Scientists have spent a lot of time studying antagonistic interactions, but quite often, they turn the camera off after the fight,
so they miss a lot,” says Tom Sherratt, an
evolutionary ecologist at Carleton University in Ottawa, who was not involved in the

current study. Researchers have investigated the effects of triumph displays on
the loser, but because this is a fairly recent
field of study, the new research is probably
the first published account of its effects on
nearby birds, he added.
Explanations for the function of triumph
displays include browbeating an opponent
so that he doesn’t forget who beat him and
signalling to an audience not to mess with
you.
For more information, see the Science Now news article (http://news.sciencemag.org/sciencenow/2012/03/howto-say-in-your-face-like-a-p.html?ref=em).

A white-flippered penguin’s triumph display
warns nearby penguins not to challenge the
victorious bird.
Credit: Joseph R. Waas / Waikato Univ.

Amount of Antarctic Bottom Water decreasing for decades
Scientists have found a large reduction in the amount of the coldest deep
ocean water, called Antarctic Bottom
Water, all around the Southern Ocean
using data collected from 1980 to 2011.
These findings, in a study now online
will likely stimulate new research on
the causes of this change.
Two oceanographers from NOAA and the
University of Washington find that Antarctic Bottom Water has been disappearing
at an average rate of about eight million
metric tons per second over the past few
decades, equivalent to about fifty times
the average flow of the Mississippi River
or about a quarter of the flow of the Gulf
Stream in the Florida Straits.
“Because of its high density, Antarctic Bottom Water fills most of the deep ocean
basins around the world, but we found
that the amount of this water has been decreasing at a surprisingly fast rate over the
last few decades,” said lead author Sarah
Purkey, graduate student at the School of
Oceanography at the University of Washington in Seattle. “In every oceanographic
survey repeated around the Southern

Ocean since about the 1980s, Antarctic
Bottom Water has been shrinking at a
similar mean rate, giving us confidence
that this surprisingly large contraction is
robust.”
Antarctic Bottom Water is formed in a few
distinct locations around Antarctica, where
seawater is cooled by the overlying air
and made saltier by ice formation. The
dense water then sinks to the sea floor
and spreads northward, filling most of the
deep ocean around the world as it slowly
mixes with warmer waters above it.
The world’s deep ocean currents play a
critical role in transporting heat and carbon around the planet, thus regulating
our climate. While previous studies have
shown that the bottom water has been
warming and freshening over the past few
decades, these new results suggest that
significantly less of this bottom water has
been formed during that time than in previous decades.
Read the full article in the Journal of the
American Meteorological Society: http://
journals.ametsoc.org/doi/abs/10.1175/
JCLI-D-11-00612.1

A layer of Antarctic Bottom Water colder than
0ºC (colours, with darkest blue areas having
the thickest layer, and white none) covers the
ocean floor around Antarctica (centre, shaded
grey). Rates at which this layer is thinning during the study period (red numbers in metres
per decade) are shown for for each deep basin
(outlined by thin grey lines). These rates are
estimated using data from repeated oceanographic expeditions (ship tracks shown by thick
black lines). Note that seawater at the ocean
surface stays liquid even at temperatures approaching -2ºC because of its high salt content.
Credit: NOAA
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Aliens in Antarctica
Invasive alien species are among the
primary causes of biodiversity change
globally, with the risks thereof broadly
understood for most regions of the
world. They are similarly thought to be
among the most significant conservation threats to Antarctica, especially as
climate change proceeds in the region.
However, until now no comprehensive,
continent-wide evaluation of the risks to
Antarctica posed by such species has
been undertaken.
Steven Chown of Stellenbosch University
in Matieland, South Africa, and colleagues
vacuumed the clothes and bags of some
33,000 tourists and 7100 scientists who
visited Antarctica between 2007 and 2008.

ICSU’s new Executive Director appointed
SCAR welcomes the new Executive
Director of the International Council
for Science (ICSU), Dr. Steven Wilson.
Dr Wilson will provide important leadership
as ICSU seeks to implement its newly approved second Strategic Plan 2012–2017.
Dr Wilson has worked for the UK Natural Environment Research Council since
1998 where he has held a number of senior posts, most recently as interim Chief
Executive.
For more information, please see the
news item on the ICSU website at http://
www.icsu.org/
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Polar News
They found an average of 10 plant seeds
on each visitor. Many had visited other
cold places, so they were carrying species like the Arctic poppy that were likely
to survive in Antarctica’s chilly climate.
Scientists, especially field scientists, were
five times seedier than tourists.

ment of indigenous species,” he says,
besides making them drably similar to
landscapes elsewhere. While colonisation
happens naturally, he says, humans raise
the rate and carry species that wouldn’t arrive on their own.

Most seeds were grasses or dandelions,
which make good invaders, especially as
global warming makes Antarctica more
hospitable. Poa annua, an annual bluegrass, is already spreading around four
research stations.

Why does this matter? “People would notice if we added a few random spots of
bright pink paint to a Rubens,” observes
Chown. “Yet many blithely do the equivalent to natural systems without a hint of
regret – who cares if we have Poa annua
and rats everywhere?”

Antarctica has a lot of unique biodiversity,
Chown says. “Colonising species could
transform these landscapes to the detri-

Read the full paper in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences, DOI:
10.1073/pnas.1119787109

New Secretary of International Permafrost Association (IPA)
Dr Inga May is to be the new Secretary of
the International Permafrost Association
(IPA). Dr May has a PhD from the University of Munich, during which she used
interferometric tools to map frost heave
and thaw settlement in northern Québec
in partnership with the Université Laval
and INRS.
Dr May is fluent in English, German and
French and has been involved in many
international activities pertaining to the International Polar Year over the past four
years. She will be working with Dr Hugues
Lantuit over the next few months in order
to ensure a smooth transition.

APECS promotes opportunities for ECR
The main goal of APECS is to facilitate knowledge exchange,
increase international collaborations and networking, and to
foster polar research across numerous disciplines, online
and in person. As APECS continues to connect and motivate
members and mentors we have a series of upcoming events,
and resources online.
APECS members will meet together during the numerous
great conferences this coming year, including the IPY Montreal Conference 2012 (http://www.apecs.is/events/montreal2012), and the SCAR Open Science Conference at which
APECS is organizing a workshop (http://www.apecs.is/workshops/scar-osc-2012) where APECS members will have a
great opportunity to enhance their skills and participate in
numerous meetings organized by SCAR Standing Scientific
Groups.

as the Social Sciences Discipline of the month, and don’t worry if you missed some you wanted to see as all the APECS
online events are recorded and available for free at APECS
Video Gallery (http://apecs.is/multi-media/video-gallery). The
newly-made videos of past VPS sessions are also now available online (http://www.apecs.is/virtual-poster-session) due
to continued support and partnership with SCAR. Now you
are only a few clicks away from watching them and being able
to contribute your ideas to upcoming sessions.

APECS is also continuing to create opportunities for early career researchers (ECR) to communicate online and through
our career development webinars and discipline- oriented virtual poster sessions (VPS). Look for upcoming events such

All the information about these and other amazing APECS
activities and initiatives can be found at http://apecs.is.
Contributed by: APECS Executive Committee
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Forthcoming Events
International Polar Year (IPY) Conference “From Knowledge to Action”

22 - 27 April 2012, Palais des Congrès, Montreal, Québec, Canada
Occurring at a pivotal time for the environment of our planet, the International Polar Year (IPY) 2012 Conference draws international attention to the Polar Regions, global change, and related environmental,
social and economic issues. From Knowledge to Action will bring together over 2,000 Arctic and Antarctic researchers, policy- and decision-makers, and a broad range of interested parties from academia,
industry, non-government, education and circumpolar communities including indigenous peoples. The IPY 2012 Conference will contribute
to the translation of new polar scientific findings into an evidence-based
agenda for action that will influence global decisions, policies and outcomes over the coming years.
For more information, visit the IPY Conference website at: http://www.
ipy2012montreal.ca/

ISMASS 2012 Workshop

14 July 2012, Portland, Oregon, USA

18th International Symposium on Polar
Sciences: Milestones in Polar Research
Collaboration
22 - 24 May 2012, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea

This International Symposium on Polar Sciences has been held every
year since 1994, building better understanding and consensus on the
progress and future of the polar research programmes. The theme of
the symposium in 2012 is “Milestones in Polar Research Collaboration”.
The main objective of this event is to examine polar environmental
changes observed in the atmosphere, cryosphere, hydrosphere and
lithosphere. The symposium will also address meteorites in Antarctica
and new technology for polar sciences.
For more information, visit the Symposium website at: http://symposium.kopri.re.kr/

SCAR, the International Arctic Science Committee (IASC), the World Climate Research
Programme (WCRP) and the International Association of Cryospheric Sciences (IACS)
are organising a kick-off workshop of the renewed Ice-Sheet Mass Balance and Sea
Level (ISMASS) expert group.
Where: Hilton Portland, Portland, Oregon - venue of SCAR Open Science Conference
When: 14 July 2012, from 08:00 to 17:00
Who should plan to attend: Anyone interested!
The ISMASS 2012 Workshop is free to all registered participants. For planning purposes, please register by 31 May.
For further details and to register, please visit the ISMASS workshop website:
http://www.climate-cryosphere.org/en/events/2012/ISMASS/Home.html

SCAR 2012

Biennial Meetings
and
Open Science Conference
Portland, Oregon, July 13 to 25, 2012
A complete list of SCAR Open Science Conference session themes may be viewed at the conference
website (http://scar2012.geol.pdx.edu). Morning plenary sessions will focus on high level overarching
themes of interest to the majority of attendees:
1. Antarctic Conservation Challenges in a Century of Change led by Neil Gilbert
2. Past, Present and Future Climate Evolution led by John Turner and Nancy Bertler
3. Evolution and Biodiversity in Antarctica led by Julian Gutt
Keynote talks on the opening day of the SCAR OSC will include the Weyprecht Lecture (Bob Bindschadler: glaciers, ice sheet mass balance and sea level), the Antarctic Science Lecture (Angelika Brandt:
marine biodiversity), the 2012 Martha T. Muse Prize winner, and the thematic Policy Advice in a Changing World. Keynote lectures will be open to the public free of charge. There will be parallel sessions
as normal after these plenary sessions.
Registration is now open at http://scar2012.geol.pdx.edu/register.php
Early bird fees are $425 (until 30 April), then $475. Late registration (after 1 July) will be $525.
Fees for students are $175 (first 200 accepted abstracts are free).
OSC Banquet is $85 per person.
See the OSC website for more details: http://scar2012.geol.pdx.edu

For details of further events, please visit: http://www.scar.org/events/
Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research

Scott Polar Research Institute, Lensfield Road, Cambridge, CB2 1ER, UK
Tel: +44 1223 336550
Email: info@scar.org
Fax: +44 1223 336549
Web: www.scar.org
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