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Summary 
Proposal, on behalf of the Chilean Government, to host SCAR’s Open Science 
Conference and Biennial Meetings in 2024 in the city of Pucón. 

The bid comprises a letter from the Foreign Minister of Chile, the bid document 
“Antarctic Science: Crossroads for a New Hope”, and a tri-fold summary flyer. 

 

 

 

Recommendations  
Delegates are asked to consider the bid from Chile for hosting the 2024 meetings. 

 

 

 





SCAR BIENNIAL MEETINGS PUCÓN-CHILE 2024

ANTARCTIC SCIENCE: CROSSROADS FOR A NEW HOPE





It has been 6 years since the SCAR Horizon SCAN. It 
helped organize the discussion around the questions 
relevant to Antarctic science.

A new step forward was taken two years later with the 
ARC - Antarctic Roadmap Challenges project, carried 
out together with COMNAP, to define the logistics, 
technology and infrastructure requirements to 
advance the priorities established in the Horizon 
SCAN.

The news that reaches us from everywhere about the 
impact of climate change on our planet is worrying and 
puts special pressure on the understanding of this 
phenomenon in Antarctica. Few times in history was 
the contribution of science so necessary to understand 
where to go and what to do. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has been another painful example of the importance of 
science to society.

We are at a crossroads. Let's face it together.
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A PLACE FOR 
POLAR SCIENCE
Not only 20+ countries travel to Chile before going 
to Antarctica.During the last Antarctic Scientific 
Expedition, Chile provided support to 11 National 
Antarctic Programs, and 12 projects were 
executed with 7 countries.
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CHILE, 
A HOME FOR 
ANTARCTICANS

Chile's Antarctic history is an open history. Open 
to collaboration with other countries, as 
happened with the expeditions of Charcot, De 
Gerlache, Shackleton, Scott and many others, and 
as it still happens today with the 20+ National 
Antarctic Programs that have chosen Chile as a 
gateway to Antarctica.
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A PLACE FOR 
ANTARCTIC 
SCIENCE
Chile has an Antarctic Science Program with 112 
ongoing research projects, in which 28 
universities and research centers and 340+ 
researchers participate, with a large participation 
of young and female researchers.



A RECOGNIZABLE PLACE TO 
MEET WHEN THE HORIZON 
IS UNCERTAIN

Chile offers to organize the 2024 SCAR Open 
Science Conference in Pucón. In this place, 
nestled in the Andes mountain range, 
everyone will be able to walk in a 
Nothofagus forest and hear the whisper of 
Antarctica from millions of years ago. 
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LOCAL
ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE
The organizing committee has the support of the 
Government of Chile through the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and other public and private 
organizations.

Dr. Marcelo Leppe. Director 
of Chilean Antarctic Institute

Dr. Marcelo González, 
Microbiology, Chief Scientist, 
Chilean Antarctic Institute.

Dr. Francisco Fernandoy, 
Glaciology. Universidad 
Andrés Bello.

Dr. Raúl Cordero, 
Atmosphere. Universidad de 
Santiago de Chile

Dr. Marely Cuba, Plant 
ecophysiology. Universidad de 
Concepción.

Dr. Elie Poulin, Ecology and 
evolution. Universidad de Chile.

Dr. Marina Stepanova, Space 
physics. Universidad de Santiago 
de Chile.

Dr. Jorge Carrasco, Climatology. 
Universidad de Magallanes.



WELCOME TO 

PUCÓN
A small and friendly town -of 
30.000 inhabitants- which has 
all the capabilities to host the 
OSC SCAR. 

Pucón is located in the 
Araucania Region, southern 
Chile, 100 km southeast of 
Temuco and 780 km south of 
Santiago.

SANTIAGO DE CHILE

PUCÓN

PUNTA ARENAS



CONFERENCE 
FACILITIES 
Pucón has excellent conference 
centers and multiple possibilities for 
accommodation and food.



EXCURSIONS AND 
FIELD TRIPS
Pucón is the only place in Chile that allows you to 
visit an active volcano, national parks, hot 
springs, rivers, lakes, gastronomy and culture, in a 
small area around the city.

FURTHER INFORMATION 
https://chile.travel/en/where-to-go/the-south-its-lakes-and-volc
anoes/pucon-and-villarrica



● Rafting
● Termas
● Volcán 
● Cuevas
● Parques 

Nacionales
●
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CLwUH6NREN4


A RECOGNIZABLE 
PLACE TO MEET 
WHEN THE 
HORIZON IS 
UNCERTAIN

Chile offers to organize the 2024 SCAR Open Science Conference 
in Pucón. In this place, nestled in the Andes mountain range, 
everyone will be able to walk in a Nothofagus forest and hear the 
whisper of Antarctica from millions of years ago. 
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WELCOME TO 
PUCÓN
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SCAR OSC & BUSINESS MEETINGS IN PUCÓN 
SCAR DELEGATES MEETING IN PUNTA ARENAS

SCAR OSC & Business Meetings in Pucón
SCAR Delegates Meeting in Punta Arenas

ANTARCTIC SCIENCE: 
CROSSROADS FOR A  NEW HOPE

WWW.INACH.CL
CHILEAN ANTARCTIC INSTITUTE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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CHILE, 
A HOME FOR 
ANTARCTICANS
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CHILE, A PLACE 
FOR POLAR 
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