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SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE ON ANTARCTIC RESEARCH (SCAR) – NATIONAL REPORT 2011-2012 

MEMBER COUNTRY: UNITED KINGDOM 
 

Activity Contact Name Address Telephone Fax Email Web site 

NATIONAL SCAR COMMITTEE 

UK National Committee for 
Antarctic Research  
(UKNCAR)  

Dr. Kathryn Rose  
Secretary  

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221288  +44 1223 350456  kase@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk/UKNCAR  

UK National Committee for 
Antarctic Research  
(UKNCAR) 

Prof. Jane Francis 
Chair 

School of Earth and 
Environment,  
University of Leeds, 
Leeds, LS2 9JT 

+44 113 3436761 +44 113 3435259 j.francis@see.leeds.ac.uk 
 

www.see.leeds.ac.uk 

       

       

SCAR DELEGATES 

1) Delegate  
 Director of BAS 

Prof. Nick Owens  
Director  

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET   

+44 1223 221400 +44 1223 350456 njpo@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

2) Alternate Delegate  
Dean - Faculty of 
Environment; Professor of 
Palaeoclimatology 

Prof. Jane Francis 
Chair 

School of Earth and 
Environment,  
University of Leeds, 
Leeds, LS2 9JT 

+44 113 3436761 +44 113 3435259 j.francis@see.leeds.ac.uk 
 

www.see.leeds.ac.uk 

              

STANDING SCIENTIFIC GROUPS 

Life Sciences              

1)  Prof. Paul Rodhouse  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221612  +44 1223 362616  pgkr@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

2)  Prof. Pete Convey  
(Voting Rights) 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221588 +44 1223 362616  pcon@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

Geosciences              

1)  Prof. Jane Francis  
(Voting Rights) 

School of Earth & 
Environment  
University of Leeds  
Leeds, LS2 9JT  

+44 113 3436761  +44 113 3435259  jane@see.leeds.ac.uk  www.see.leeds.ac.uk  
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STANDING SCIENTIFIC GROUPS cont/d 

Geosciences 
 

2)  

 
 
Prof. Mike Hambrey  
Secretary to Geosciences 

 
 
Centre for Glaciology 
Institute of Geography & 
Earth Sciences  
Aberystwyth University  
Aberystwyth  
Ceredigion  
SY23 3DB  

 
 
+44 1970 621860  

 
 
+44 1970 622659  

 
 
mjh@aber.ac.uk  

 
 
www.aber.ac.uk/glaciology 

              

Physical Sciences              

1)   Prof. John Turner  
(Voting Rights) 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221485  +44 1223 362616  jtu@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

2)  Dr. Rob Mulvaney  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221436  +44 1223 362616  rmu@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

              

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PROGRAMS 

ACE       

1)  Steering Committee  Prof. Martin Siegert 
Ex-Officio 
 

School of GeoSciences 
Grant Institute 
The King's Buildings 
West Mains Road 
Edinburgh, EH9 3JW 

+44 131 650 7543 +44 131 668 3184 m.j.siegert@ed.ac.uk www.geos.ed.ac.uk/ 

2)  Steering Committee Prof. Jane Francis  School of Earth & 
Environment  
University of Leeds  
Leeds,  
LS2 9JT  

+44 113 3436761  +44 113 3435259  jane@see.leeds.ac.uk  www.see.leeds.ac.uk  
 
 
 

3) Steering Committee  Dr. Antony Payne School of Geographical 
Sciences,  
University of Bristol, 
University Road, 
Bristol,  
BS8 1SS 

+44 117 3314156  
 

+44 117 9287878 a.j.payne@bristol.ac.uk www.bgc.bris.ac.uk/ 

4)  Steering Committee Dr. Mark Brandon Centre for Earth, Planetary,  
Space and Astronomical 
Research,  
Open University,  
Milton Keynes,  
MK7 6AA 

+44 1908 655172 +44 1908 655477 M.A.Brandon@open.ac.uk http://cepsar.open.ac.uk/ 
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ACE cont/d       

5) Steering Committee Dr. Rob Larter British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221573 +44 1223 362616  rdla@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk 

6) Steering Committee  Prof. Eric Wolff  
 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221491  +44 1223 362616  ewwo@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

7) Steering Committee Prof. Mike Bentley Durham University 
Department of Geography 
Science Laboratories, 
South Road,  
Durham, 
DH1 3LE 

+44 191 3341859 +44 191 3341801 m.j.bentley@durham.ac.uk www.dur.ac.uk/geography/ 
 

8) Steering Committee Dr. Alan Hayward  
 

School of Earth and 
Environment, 
Environment Building , 
The University of Leeds, 
Leeds, LS2 9JT 

0113 343 8657 0113 343 6716  
 

earamh@leeds.ac.uk www.see.leeds.ac.uk/index.htm 

AGCS       

1)  Steering Committee Dr. Alberto Naveira 
Garabato  
Chair 

School of Ocean & Earth 
Science 
National Oceanography 
Centre 
European Way 
Southampton 
SO14 3ZH 

+44 23 8059 2680 
 

+44 23 8059 3052 
 

acng@noc.soton.ac.uk www.noc.soton.ac.uk/soes 

2)  Steering Committee Prof. John Turner 
 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221485  +44 1223 362616  jtu@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

3)  Steering Committee Dr. Mike Meredith British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221586  +44 1223 362616  mmm@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

EBA       

1)  Steering Committee  
 

Prof. Pete Convey  
Co-chair 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221588  +44 1223 362616  pcon@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

2)  Steering Committee Prof. Paul Rodhouse  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221612  +44 1223 362616  pgkr@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  
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EBA cont/d       

3)  Steering Committee Dr. Dominic Hodgson  
 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221635  +44 1223 362616  daho@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

4) Steering Committee Dr. Katrin Linse British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221240 +44 1223 362616  kl@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

AAA       

1)  Steering Committee Dr. Philip Anderson Department of Electronic and 
Electrical Engineering  
University of Bath  
Bath,  
BA2 7AY 

+44 1225 221489 +44 1225 386305 psan@bas.ac.uk 
 

www.bath.ac.uk/elec-eng 

ACTION GROUPS 

1) PAntOS Dr. Jon Shanklin British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221482  +44 1223 362616  jdsh@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

2) Biological Monitoring Mr. Rod Downie British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221248  +44 1223 362616  rhd@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

3) CAML Prof. Paul Rodhouse  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221612  +44 1223 362616  pgkr@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

4) Antarctic Fuel Spills Dr. Mike Meredith British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221586  +44 1223 362616  mmm@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

5) PCPBEA  Prof. John Turner 
 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221485  +44 1223 362616  jtu@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

5) PCPBEA Prof. Pete Convey British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221588  +44 1223 362616  pcon@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

mailto:psan@bas.ac.uk�
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ACTION GROUPS cont/d 

5) PCPBEA Dr. Tom Bracegirdle British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221571  +44 1223 362616  tjbra@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

6) KGI – King George 
Island Science 
Coordination Group  

Prof. John Smellie  Department of Geology 
University of Leicester 
University Road 
Leicester, LE1 7RH 

  jls55@leicester.ac.uk  

7) IASC Prof. Nick Owens  
 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET   

+44 1223 221400 +44 1223 350456 njpo@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

8) AGAFS  
 

Dr. Mike Meredith  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221586  +44 1223 362616  mmm@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

9) MarBin Prof. Andy Clarke British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221400  +44 1223 362616  accl@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

10) MarBin Dr. Huw Griffiths 
(BAS representative) 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221417 +44 1223 362616  hjg@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

11) MarBin Dr. Katrin Linse 
(BAS representative) 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221631 +44 1223 362616  kl@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

12) MarBin Mr. Chester Sands 
(BAS representative) 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221582 +44 1223 362616  cjsan@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

13) ECA SCADM Representative 
Dr. Nathan Cunningham 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221589 +44 1223 362616  njcu@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

EXPERT GROUPS 

1) Human Biology & 
Medicine 

Dr. Kevin Fong  Anaesthetics Department 
Podium 3, Maple Link 
corridor 
University College Hospital 
235 Euston Road 
London, NW1 2BU  

 +44 2076 915827   k.fong@ucl.ac.uk www.ucl.ac.uk/anaesthesia 

2) BAMM - Birds and 
Marine Mammals 
 
 

Dr Richard Philips British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221610  +44 1223 362616  raphil@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  
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EXPERT GROUPS cont/d 

3) CPR - Continuous 
Plankton Recorder 
Research 
 
 

Dr. Peter Ward British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross 
Madingley Road 
Cambridge, 
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221 564 +44 1223 362616 pwar@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

4) CPR - Continuous 
Plankton Recorder 
Research 
 

Prof. Peter Burkill SAHOS, The CPR Survey,  
The Laboratory, 
Citadel Hill, 
Plymouth,  
PL1 2PB 

+44 1752 633281 +44 1752 600015 phb@sahfos.ac.uk www.sahfos.ac.uk/index.asp 

5) ICED – Integrating  
Climate and Ecosystem  
Dynamics  

Prof. Eugene Murphy 
Chair 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221614 +44 1223 362616 ejmu@bas.ac.uk www.iced.ac.uk/index.htm 

6) SCOR  Dr. Mike Meredith British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221586  +44 1223 362616  mmm@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

7) ITASE  
 

Prof. Rob Mulvaney  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221436  +44 1223 362616  rmu@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

8) ISMASS Prof. David Vaughan British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221643  +44 1223 362616  dgv@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

9) ISMASS Dr. Richard Hindmarsh British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221495  +44 1223 362616  rcah@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

10) IPICS Prof. Eric Wolff  
Co-Chair  

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221491 +44 1223 362616  ewwo@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

11) IPICS Prof. Rob Mulvaney British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221436  +44 1223 362616  rmu@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

12) OpMet - Operational 
Meteorology 

Dr. Jon Shanklin 
Chair 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge , CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221482  +44 1223 362616  jdsh@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  
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EXPERT GROUPS cont/d       

13) Oceanography Dr. Mike Meredith British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221586  +44 1223 362616  mmm@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

14) IBCSO Mr. Paul Cooper British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221648  +44 1223 362616  aprc@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

16) IBCSO Dr. Rob Larter British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221573  +44 1223 362616  rdla@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk 

17) IBCSO Dr. Adrian Fox British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221415  +44 1223 362616  ajfo@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

18) ADMAP Dr. Fausto Ferraccioli British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, 
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221577  +44 1223 362616  ffe@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

19) ADMAP Dr. Ash Johnston Geosoft Europe Ltd, 
20/21 Market Place, 
Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire, OX10 0AD 

+44 1491 835231  +44 1491 835281 ash.johnson@geosofteurope. 
co.uk 

 

20) Geospatial Information Dr. Adrian Fox British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221415  +44 1223 362616  ajfo@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

STANDING COMMITTEES 

1) Antarctic Geographic 
Information (SC-AGI) 

Dr. Adrian Fox  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221415  +44 1223 362616  ajfo@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

2) Antarctic Treaty System 
(SC-ATS) 

Dr. Kevin Hughes 
Deputy Chief Officer 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221xxx +44 1223 362616  kehu@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

3) Antarctic Data 
Management (SC-ADM) 

Nathan Cunningham 
Deputy Chief Officer 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221589  +44 1223 362616  njcu@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 
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NATIONAL ANTARCTIC DATA CENTRE / POLAR DATA CENTRE 

Antarctic Environmental 
Data Centre (AEDC) 
Polar Data Centre 

Nathan Cunningham 
AEDC Manager 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221760  +44 1223 362616  aedc@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

SCAR DATABASE 

Reference Antarctic Data for Environmental Research (READER) 
Antarctic Digital Database (ADD) 
Antarctic Bedrock Mapping (BEDMAP)  
Tide Gauge Data (Permanent Service for Mean Sea Level) 

Mr Steven Colwell (BAS); Dr. Mike Meredith (BAS); Prof. John Turner (BAS) 
Dr. Adrian Fox (BAS) SC-AGI;  
Prof. David Vaughan (BAS) 
Prof. Philip L. Woodworth (Proudman Oceanographic Laboratory) 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF SCIENTIFIC HIGHLIGHTS 

Seabirds Affected by Food Availability  
The most comprehensive study ever taken has been carried out to determine the amount of food required by seabirds.  This international group, co-led by Dr. Ian Boyd of the Scottish 
Ocean Institute, University of St Andrews, has shown that many seabirds begin to suffer when the food available for them in the ocean declines below a critical level, of approximately 
one-third of the maximum measured amount of food available. They have found that this critical level is about the same for seabird species around the world, including birds from the 
Arctic to the Antarctic and from the Pacific to the Atlantic.  This study is important so that we can develop better methods of setting the limits of exploitation of important marine species. 
This means being able to establish general guidelines that, if exceeded, will cause changes to other important components in the ecosystems. Seabirds are some of the best and most 
easily measured indicators we have of the health of these ecosystems and it seems sensible to use them in this context. 
 
Monitoring Penguins From Space 
Working as part of an international programme, BAS scientists have improved the resolution of the satellite imagery in order to estimate the number of penguins at each colony around 
the coastline of Antarctica. The science teams were able to differentiate between birds, ice, shadow and penguin poo (guano). They then used ground counts and aerial photography to 
calibrate the analysis.  Results show that there are almost double the numbers of emperor penguins than previously thought (~595,000 birds).  This study represents the first 
comprehensive census of a species taken from space. The results provide an important benchmark for monitoring the impact of environmental change on the population of this bird. 
 
Origin of the Gamburtsev Subglacial Mountains 
Scientists from the Antarctica’s Gamburtsev Province (AGAP) project have now been able provide insight into the formation of the Gamburtsev Subglacial Mountains, which has puzzled 
scientists since their first discovery in 1958.  Plate collision caused the mountains to form and created a crustal root that extended deep beneath the mountain range. Over time these 
mountains were eroded but the cold dense root was left behind.  Around 250–100 million years ago rifting caused this old crustal root to warm. This rejuvenated crustal root, together 
with the East Antarctic Rift forced the land upwards again reforming the mountains. Rivers and glaciers carved deep valleys and this helped uplift the peaks to create the spectacular 
landscape of the Gamburtsevs, which resemble the European Alps. The East Antarctic Ice Sheet, which formed 34 million years ago, has since protected the mountains from erosion.  
 
Carbon Storage in Southern Ocean 
A new study has revealed how carbon is drawn down from the surface of the Southern Ocean to the deep waters beneath. The Southern Ocean is an important carbon sink in the world, 
with around 40% of the annual global CO2 emissions absorbed by the world’s oceans enter through this region. Scientists from British Antarctic Survey (BAS) and Australia’s national 
research agency, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), reveal that rather than carbon being absorbed uniformly into the deep ocean in vast 
areas, it is drawn down and locked away from the atmosphere by plunging currents a thousand kilometres wide. A combination of winds, currents and eddies create these carbon-
capturing pathways drawing waters down into the deep ocean from the ocean surface. 
 
Space Weather 
Space weather is of intense interest to the UK Government as millions are lost as a result of large magnetic storms in space causing satellite damage. As a result, a new European 
Union system to forecast space weather was launched in March 2012. The SPACECAST project will provide frequent and reliable web-based forecasts so that satellite operators can 
take action to protect their satellites from space radiation damage.  
 
Subglacial Lake Ellsworth 
Work continues at Subglacial Lake Ellsworth in preparation for drilling into the lake in the 2012-13 field season.  At the start of 2012 BAS engineers returned to the UK having put in 
place equipment and supplies for the ambitious project later in 2012.  A powerful ‘tractor-train’ towed nearly 70 tonnes of equipment travelled more than 250 km through the Ellsworth 
Mountain range, over deep-snow terrain and crevasses to the Lake Ellsworth drilling site. Lake Ellsworth will be the first Antarctic subglacial lake to be measured and sampled directly 
through the design and manufacture of space-industry standard ‘clean technology’.  This December a science and engineering team will make the 16,000 km journey from the UK to 
collect water and sediments from the buried lake. 
 
Frozen Planet 
The BBC documentary Frozen Planet made a big impact on the Television in 2011.  One episode – On Thin Ice – featured BAS scientists working at Pine Island Glacier (PIG) in West 
Antarctica.  Dr. Andy Smith was interviewed, showing how the thinning of Pine Island Glacier (at a rate of > 1m/yr) has been of great interest to scientists worldwide.  The flow rate of 
PIG has accelerated over the past 15 years and current research is looking at the glacier’s potential contribution to sea level rise, which could be significant. 

 
 / /2011 


