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SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE ON ANTARCTIC RESEARCH (SCAR) – NATIONAL REPORTS 2008–2009 
MEMBER COUNTRY: UNITED KINGDOM 

 
Activity Contact Name Address Telephone Fax Email Web site 

NATIONAL SCAR COMMITTEE 

UK National Committee for 
Antarctic Research  
(UKNCAR)  

Dr. Kathryn Rose  
Secretary  

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221288  +44 1223 362616  kase@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk/UKNCAR  

 Prof. Martin Siegert 
Chair 

School of GeoSciences 
Grant Institute 
The King's Buildings 
West Mains Road 
Edinburgh 
EH9 3JW 

+44 131 650 7543 +44 131 668 3184 m.j.siegert@ed.ac.uk www.geos.ed.ac.uk 

       

SCAR DELEGATES 

1) Delegate  
Director of Science Museum  

Prof. Chris Rapley CBE  
Director  

Science Museum 
South Kensington 
London 
SW7 2DD 

+44 20 7942 4501 
 

+44 20 7942 4502 
 

chris.rapley@sciencemuseum.
org.uk 

www.sciencemuseum.org.uk 

2) Alternate Delegate  
Director of BAS 

Prof. Nick Owens  
Director  

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET   

+44 1223 221400 +44 1223 350456 njpo@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

              

STANDING SCIENTIFIC GROUPS 

Life Sciences              

1)  Prof. Paul Rodhouse  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221612  +44 1223 362616  pgkr@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

2)  Dr. Pete Convey  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221588 +44 1223 362616  pcon@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

3)  Mr. Iain Grant  BAS Medical Unit  
Derriford Hospital  
Plymouth  
PL6 8DH 

   iain.grant@pnht.swest.nhs.uk    
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Geosciences              

1)  Prof. Jane Francis  School of Earth & 
Environment  
University of Leeds  
Leeds  
LS2 9JT  

+44 113 3436761  +44 113 3435259  jane@see.leeds.ac.uk  www.see.leeds.ac.uk  

2)  Prof. Mike Hambrey  
Secretary to Geosciences 

Centre for Glaciology 
Institute of Geography & 
Earth Sciences  
Aberystwyth University  
Aberystwyth  
Ceredigion  
SY23 3DB  

+44 1970 621860  +44 1970 622659  mjh@aber.ac.uk  www.aber.ac.uk/glaciology 

3) Dr. Adrian Fox British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221415  +44 1223 362616  ajfo@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

Physical Sciences              

1)   Dr. John Turner  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221485  +44 1223 362616  jtu@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

2)  Dr. Rob Mulvaney  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221436  +44 1223 362616  rmu@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

              

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PROGRAM 

ACE       

1)  Steering Committee  Prof. Martin Siegert 
Co-chair 
 

School of GeoSciences 
Grant Institute 
The King's Buildings 
West Mains Road 
Edinburgh 
EH9 3JW 

+44 131 650 7543 +44 131 668 3184 m.j.siegert@ed.ac.uk www.geos.ed.ac.uk/ 

2)  Steering Committee Prof. Jane Francis  School of Earth & 
Environment  
University of Leeds  
Leeds  
LS2 9JT  

+44 113 3436761  +44 113 3435259  jane@see.leeds.ac.uk  www.see.leeds.ac.uk  

3)  Steering Committee Dr. Mark Brandon Centre for Earth, Planetary, 
Space and Astronomical 
Research, Open 
University, Milton Keynes, 
MK7 6AA 

+44 1908 655172 +44 1908 655477 M.A.Brandon@open.ac.uk http://cepsar.open.ac.uk/index.htm 
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ACE cont/d       

4)  Steering Committee Dr. Antony Payne  
 

School of Geographical 
Sciences, University of 
Bristol, University Road, 
Bristol. BS8 1SS 

+44 117 3314156 +44 117 9287878 a.j.payne@bristol.ac.uk www.bgc.bris.ac.uk/ 

5)  Steering Committee Dr. Rob Larter British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221573 +44 1223 362616  rdla@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk 

6)  Steering Committee Dr. Eric Wolff  
 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221491  +44 1223 362616  ewwo@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

6)  Steering Committee Dr. Mike Bentley 
 

Durham University  
Department of Geography  
Science Laboratories  
South Road, Durham  
DH1 3LE, UK  

+44 191 3341859 
 

+44 191 3341801 m.j.bentley@durham.ac.uk www.dur.ac.uk/geography/ 

6)  Steering Committee Dr. Alan Hayward 
 

School of Earth and 
Environment, 
Environment Building , 
The University of Leeds, 
Leeds. LS2 9JT, UK 

0113 343 8657 0113 343 6716 earamh@leeds.ac.uk www.see.leeds.ac.uk/index.htm 

              

AGCS       

1)  Steering Committee Dr. John Turner 
 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221485  +44 1223 362616  jtu@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

2)  Steering Committee Dr. Mike Meredith British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221586  +44 1223 362616  mmm@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

3)  Steering Committee Dr. Alberto Naveira 
Garabato  
Chair 

School of Ocean & Earth 
Science 
National Oceanography 
Centre, European Way 
Southampton 
SO14 3ZH 

+44 23 8059 2680 
 

+44 23 8059 3052 
 

acng@noc.soton.ac.uk www.noc.soton.ac.uk/soes 

4)  Steering Committee  Ms. Helen Campbell British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221760  +44 1223 362616  hcamp@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 
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EBA       

1)  Steering Committee  
 

Dr. Pete Convey  
Co-chair 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221588  +44 1223 362616  pcon@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

2) Steering Committee Prof. Paul Rodhouse  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221612  +44 1223 362616  pgkr@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

3)  Steering Committee Dr. Dominic Hodgson  
 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221635  +44 1223 362616  daho@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

       

ICESTAR       

1)  Steering Committee Dr. Martin Füllekrug Department of Electronic and 
Electrical Engineering  
University of Bath  
Bath 
BA2 7AY 

+44 1225 386053 +44 1225 386305 m.fullekrug@bath.ac.uk 
 

www.bath.ac.uk/elec-eng 

       

AAA       

1)  Steering Committee Dr. Phil Anderson British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221489  +44 1223 362616  psan@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

       

SALE       

1)  Steering Committee 
 

Prof. Martin Siegert  
 

School of GeoSciences 
Grant Institute 
The King's Buildings 
West Mains Road 
Edinburgh 
EH9 3JW 

+44 131 650 7543 +44 131 668 3184 m.j.siegert@ed.ac.uk www.geos.ed.ac.uk/ 

2)  Steering Committee 
 (to 2009) 
 

Dr. Cynan Ellis-Evans British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221555  +44 1223 362616  jcee@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

3)  Steering Committee 
(from 2009) 

Dr Jemma Wadham School of Geographical 
Sciences 
University of Bristol 
University Road 
Bristol, BS8 1SS 

+44 117 92 89069 +44 117 928 7878 j.l.wadham@bristol.ac.uk www.ggy.bris.ac.uk/ 
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ACTION GROUPS 

1) PAntOS Dr. Jon Shanklin British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221482  +44 1223 362616  jdsh@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

2) ECA Ms. Helen Campbell British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221760  +44 1223 362616  hcamp@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

3) Biological Monitoring Mr. Rod Downie British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221248  +44 1223 362616  rhd@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

4) CAML Prof. Paul Rodhouse  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221612  +44 1223 362616  pgkr@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

5) PCPBEA Dr. John Turner British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221485  +44 1223 362616  jtu@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

6) PCPBEA Dr. Pete Convey British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221588  +44 1223 362616  pcon@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

7) KGI – King George Island 
Science Coordination Group 

Dr. John Smellie British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221418  +44 1223 362616   jlsm@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk  

8) IASC Prof. Nick Owens  
 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET   

+44 1223 221400 +44 1223 350456 njpo@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

9) Code of Conduct for the 
exploration and research of 
subglacial aquatic 
environments 

Prof. David Walton British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221558 +44 1223 362616  dwhw@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

10) AGAFS Dr. Mike Meredith British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221586  +44 1223 362616  mmm@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 



 6 
ACTION GROUPS cont/d       

11) MarBin Ms. Helen Campbell British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221760  +44 1223 362616  aedc@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

       

EXPERT GROUPS 

1) HB&M - Human Biology & 
Medicine  

Mr. Iain Grant  BAS Medical Unit  
Derriford Hospital  
Plymouth  
PL6 8DH  

    iain.grant@pnht.swest.nhs.uk   

2) BMM - Birds and Marine 
Mammals 
(under formation) 

Dr. Phil Trathan British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221602  +44 1223 362616  pnt@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

3) BMM - Birds and Marine 
Mammals 
(under formation) 

Dr. Richard Philips British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221610  +44 1223 362616  raphil@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

4) BMM - Birds and Marine 
Mammals 
(under formation) 

Prof. Mike Fedak Gatty Marine Research 
Institute 
University of St Andrews 
St Andrews 
Fife,  
KY16 8LB 

+44 1334 463218  
 

+44 1334 462632  
 

maf3@st-andrews.ac.uk 
 

http://biology.st-and.ac.uk/ 

5) Birds Dr. Phil Trathan British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221602  +44 1223 362616  pnt@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

6) Birds Dr. Richard Philips British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221610  +44 1223 362616  raphil@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

7) Seals Prof. Ian Boyd Gatty Marine Research 
Institute 
University of St Andrews 
St Andrews 
Fife 
KY16 8LB 

+44 1334 463628 +44 1334 463600 ilb@st-andrews.ac.uk 
 

http://biology.st-and.ac.uk/ 

8) Seals Dr. Iain Staniland British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221611  +44 1223 362616  ijst@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  
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EXPERT GROUPS cont/d       

9) Seals Dr. Tony Martin British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221246  +44 1223 362616  arm@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

10) Seals Prof. Mike Fedak Gatty Marine Research 
Institute 
University of St Andrews 
St Andrews 
Fife 
KY16 8LB 

+44 1334 463218  
 

+44 1334 462632  
 

maf3@st-andrews.ac.uk 
 

http://biology.st-and.ac.uk/ 

11) Seals Dr. Jaume Forcada British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221326  +44 1223 362616  jfor@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

12) Seals Dr. Phil Trathan British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221602  +44 1223 362616  pnt@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

13) Seals Dr. Martin Biuw Gatty Marine Research 
Institute 
University of St Andrews 
St Andrews 
Fife 
KY16 8LB 

+44 1334 462630  
 

+44 1334 462632 emb7@st-andrews.ac.uk 
 

http://biology.st-and.ac.uk/ 

14) Seals Dr. Sophie Hall-Aspland Quercus, School of Biology 
and Biochemistry, Medical 
Biology Centre, 97 Lisburn 
Road, Belfast,  
BT9 7BL, Northern Ireland, 
UK 

+44 2890 972066  s.hallaspland@queens-
belfast.ac.uk 

 

15) Seals Prof. Rus Hoelzel School of Biological and 
Biomedical Sciences 
Durham University 
South Road 
Durham 
DH1 3LE 

+44 191 33 41325 +44 191 33 41201 a.r.hoelzel@durham.ac.uk 
 

www.dur.ac.uk/ 

16) CPR - Continuous 
Plankton Recorder Research 

Dr. Peter Ward British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221 564 +44 1223 362616  pwar@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk  

17) CPR - Continuous 
Plankton Recorder Research  

Prof. Peter Burkill SAHOS, THE CPR 
SurveyThe Laboratory, 
Citadel Hill, 
Plymouth 
PL1 2PB 

+44 1752 633281   +44 1752 600015 phb@sahfos.ac.uk www.sahfos.ac.uk/index.asp 
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EXPERT GROUPS cont/d       

18) ICED – Integrating 
Climate and Ecosystem 
Dynamics 

Prof. Eugene Murphy 
Chair 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221 614 +44 1223 362616  ejmu@bas.ac.uk www.iced.ac.uk/index.htm 
www.antarctica.ac.uk 

19) SCOR Dr. Mike Meredith British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221586  +44 1223 362616  mmm@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

20) ITASE Dr. Rob Mulvaney  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221436  +44 1223 362616  rmu@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

21) ISMASS Prof. David Vaughan British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221643  +44 1223 362616  dgv@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

22) ISMASS Dr. Richard Hindmarsh British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221495  +44 1223 362616  rcah@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

23) IPICS Dr. Eric Wolff  
Co-Chair 
 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221491  +44 1223 362616  ewwo@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

24) IPICS Dr. Rob Mulvaney British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221436  +44 1223 362616  rmu@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

25) OpMet - Operational 
Meteorology 

Dr. Jon Shanklin 
Chair 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221482  +44 1223 362616  jdsh@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

26) Oceanography Dr. Mike Meredith British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221586  +44 1223 362616  mmm@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

27) IBCSO Mr. Paul Cooper British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221648  +44 1223 362616  aprc@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 
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EXPERT GROUPS cont/d       

28) IBCSO Dr. Tara Deen British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221227  +44 1223 362616  tde@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

29) IBCSO Dr. Rob Larter British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221573  +44 1223 362616  rdla@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk 

30) IBCSO Dr. Adrian Fox British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221415  +44 1223 362616  ajfo@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

31) ADMAP Dr. Fausto Ferraccioli British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge, 
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221577  +44 1223 362616  ffe@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

32) ADMAP Dr. Ash Johnston Geosoft Europe Ltd,  
20/21 Market Place, 
Wallingford,  
Oxfordshire, 
OX10 0AD,  
UK 

+44 1491 835231 +44 1491 835281 ash.johnson@geosofteurope. 
co.uk 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

1) Antarctic Geographic 
Information 

Dr. Adrian Fox  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221415  +44 1223 362616  ajfo@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

2) Antarctic Geographic 
Information 

Mr. Paul Cooper  British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221648  +44 1223 362616  aprc@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

3) Antarctic Geographic 
Information 

Ms. Alison Martin British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET  

+44 1223 221304  +44 1223 362616  amart@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  

4) Antarctic Treaty System Prof. David Walton 
Past Chairperson 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge,  
CB3 0ET  
 

+44 1223 221558 +44 1223 362616  dwhw@bas.ac.uk  www.antarctica.ac.uk  
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SC-ADM 

 Ms. Helen Campbell 
Chief Officer 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221760  +44 1223 362616  hcamp@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

NATIONAL ANTARCTIC DATA CENTRE 

Antarctic Environmental Data 
Centre (AEDC) 

Ms. Helen Campbell 
AEDC Manager 

British Antarctic Survey  
High Cross  
Madingley Road  
Cambridge  
CB3 0ET 

+44 1223 221760  +44 1223 362616  aedc@bas.ac.uk www.antarctica.ac.uk 

SCAR DATABASE 

Reference Antarctic Data for Environmental Research (READER) 
Antarctic Digital Database (ADD) 
Antarctic Bedrock Mapping (BEDMAP)  
Tide Gauge Data (Permanent Service for Mean Sea Level) 
 

Mr Steven Colwell (BAS); Dr. Mike Meredith (BAS); Dr. John Turner (BAS)  
Dr Paul Cooper (BAS) SC-AGI; Dr. Adrian Fox (BAS) 
 
Prof. Philip L. Woodworth (Proudman Oceanographic Laboratory) 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF SCIENTIFIC HIGHLIGHTS 

Success of XXXII ACTM in Baltimore, April 2009 
Two ministerial declarations were signed, reaffirming commitment to the Antarctic Treaty and both reaffirming and recognising their commitment to science and the role that that plays in society.  In addition, 
CEP is now welcoming a wider view from SCAR on a number of key issues and looking at how to improve collaboration between science and policy makers.  The FCO is very keen to work with SCAR and the 
Science Community to improve such collaboration and develop a wider and stronger science base. 
 
ACE 
An ACE book, including 13 chapters on the Cenozoic history of the Antarctic ice sheet, was successfully published in March 2009.  From the back cover: “Antarctic Climate Evolution” is the first book dedicated 
to the developing knowledge on how the world’s largest ice sheet formed and changed over its ~34million years history. 
 
ACE was also strongly represented in the January 2009 PAGES newsletter, entitled Paleoscience at the Poles, including an article by M. Bentley and D. Hodgson on “Antarctic Ice Sheet and climate history 
since the Last Glacial Maximum”. A review of “The Antarctic palaeo record and its role in improving predictions of future Antarctic Ice Sheet change” has just appeared on-line in a Special Issue of Journal of 
Quaternary Science that is dedicated to assessing palaeo-science in the aftermath of the most recent IPCC report. 
 
Antarctica’s Gamburtsev Province (International Collaboration) – F. Ferraccioli (BAS) 
The US-UKChina-German AGAP project acquired over 120,000 km of flight track radar, magnetics and gravity data over the Gamburtsev Mountains region of East Antarctica.  Datasets are being processed at 
present. The outcome will be a much enhanced appreciation of the subglacial bed in East Antarctica, which will be used in the forthcoming BEDMAP II project. 
 
Antarctica’s record of deglaciation 
Onshore field investigations of the last deglaciation have continued to yield important datasets for constraining numerical models of the Antarctic ice sheet. The technique of cosmogenic surface exposure 
dating is being applied more widely across the continent. Crucially, work is expanding beyond the Ross Sea and Antarctic Peninsula regions and the deglacial history of the East Antarctic Ice Sheet is seeing 
more comprehensive study than hitherto.   
 
ACE-related work by the Durham group this year has focused on investigations of deglaciation and the timing of ice stream and ice shelf retreat from West Antarctic Peninsula shelf.  This research on will feed 
into a recently funded project which combines numerical ice sheet modelling with marine geophysical observations and dating to determine the controlling factors on marine ice stream retreat. Empirical data 
from a number of different Antarctic palaeo-ice stream systems from the Antarctic Peninsula, West Antarctica and East Antarctica will provide the physical setting for the numerical model and, crucially, 
contrasting retreat histories for comparison to the model simulations. This research involves partnership between Durham, Cambridge, Bristol, BAS and Rice University, USA. 
 
Terminal Cretaceous climate change (AFI project) – F. Haywood (Leeds) 
This project has investigated an exceptionally thick sequence of sediments of latest Cretaceous age (~70 million years) on Seymour Island, Antarctic Peninsula. Palynological,sedimentological and 
geochemical analyses indicate that this region, situated at 65°S in the latest Cretaceous, experienced generally warm climates that suited warm-cool temperate floras and kept sea surfaces temperatures 
above freezing. Palaeoclimatemodels also show that large ice caps would not have been able to exist under the latest Cretaceous global climate scenario. 
 
ICECAP (International Collaboration) – M. Siegert (Edinburgh) 
The US-UK-Australian ICECAP project gathered over 30,000 km of geophysics data from the Aurora Basin of East Antarctica. Datasets are being processed at present. The outcome will be a much enhanced 
appreciation of the subglacial bed in East Antarctica, which will be used in the forthcoming BEDMAP II project. This project was supported by a NERC Standard grant. Future field seasons include two more 
ICECAP surveys of the Aurora and Wilkes basins, and a newly funded NERC-AFI survey of the Institute and Moller ice streams in West Antarctica.  
 
SALE and Lake Ellsworth – M. Siegert (Edinburgh) 
After planning the exploration of subglacial lake environments for around 10 years, SALE now includes three funded projects. The UK is leading the exploration of subglacial Lake Ellsworth. This project has 
two fundamental scientific aims: (1) to determine whether, and in what form, microbial life exists in Antarctic subglacial lakes, and (2) to reveal the post-Pliocene history of the West Antarctic Ice Sheet. The 
exploration will be undertaken in 2012/13. A comprehensive Environmental Evaluation is currently being written by a SCAR Action Group on the ‘Code of conduct for the exploration and research of subglacial 
aquatic environments’. It will be discussed with the FCO shortly and submitted for debate at the ATCM in May 2010 I Uruguay.  SALE will need to ensure that the proper environmental protection of subglacial 
lakes is carried out in the future. 
 
EBA  
Work on the evolutionary history of Antarctic marine organisms has confirmed a high incidence of species level endemism, marked regionalisation of fauna and decreasing South American affinity in a 
circumpolar manner away from the Antarctic Peninsula, all point to a long and continuous existence of a marine fauna in at least some locations on the shelf. 
 
BIOPEARL  
The BIOPEARL project led by Katrin Linse at the British Antarctic Survey, with collaborators from across EBA, has recently published a series of papers on a cruise to the Scotia Sea (Antarctic 
Science 2008, 20, 3 – special issue) looking at the evolutionary history of Antarctica and its marine fauna. Surveys of the faunal richness in marine, intertidal, freshwater, terrestrial and parasitic realms in the 
South Orkney Islands (Barnes et al. Journal of Biogeography 2008) reveal a rich regional biodiversity with more species than the Galapagos! As suspected but never quantified, the marine benthos dominates 
polar biodiversity, at least at the South Orkney Islands. 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF SCIENTIFIC HIGHLIGHTS cont/d 
 
AGCS – Mike Meredith (BAS) 
Progress has been made on understanding the importance of eddy resolution in the representation of a range of key processes in the Southern Ocean. Regional modelling groups currently focussing on shelf-
slope processes. 
 
ICESTAR – Martin Füllekrug (Bath) 
The study of Umran et al. (2007) has demonstrated with combined observations from VLF-antennas, lightning detection system, and DEMETER satellite that there really exists a causal relationship between 
lightning and electron precipitation events. During strong solar wind forcing substorms tend to appear as quasi-periodic activations called sawtooth events. The analysis of Kavanagh et al. reveals that first 
activations during sawtooth sequences can resemble very much isolated substorms from ionospheric viewpoint.  This programme ends in 2009 and will be replaces by the new Scientific Research Programme 
AAA – see below. 
 
AAA – Phil Anderson (BAS) 
Astronomy & Astrophysics from Antarctica is looking to become established as a Scientific Research Programme within SCAR, starting in 2010.  It will facilitate international astronomical programsin 
Antarctica. These programs are aimed at understanding the overarching ecological processes in the Universe, from the birth of stars and of planetary systems around other stars, to the return of heavy-
element enriched materials to the interstellar medium, and the formation of new molecular clouds. 
 
Standing Committee on Antarctic Data Management  – Helen Campbell (BAS) 
JCADM has been replaced by the Standing Committee on Antarctic Data Management (SCADM), which is now entirely responsible for the Antarctic Data Management System (ADMS). SCADM have taken a 
leadership role in data management for the International Polar Year, with the past Chief Officer of JCADM performing the Co. Chair role in the IPY Data Subcommittee. SCADM is essentially a coordinating 
body, comprising over 30 representatives from countries with an interest in SCAR data management. The Committee meets annually in various Member countries, on a rotational basis, although only a sub‐set 
of member states (usually less than a 1/3) generally fund participation in these meetings. 
 
As a follow on from the data management for the IPY, ICSU have funded the establishment of the Polar Information Commons. 
 
Antarctic Funding Initiative 
The Antarctic Funding Initiative (AFI) is a non-thematic initiative of the UK Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) and is supported logistically by the British Antarctic Survey (BAS). Its objective is to 
promote wider participation in Antarctic research by UK universities and other academic institutions. Since 1998, 52 science projects have been funded to a total value of just under £14 million.  In 2009, Round 
10 of AFI funded four proposals, including the exploration of Lake Ellsworth.  However, funding cannot be guaranteed in the future and AFI may be dissolved into an open science/non-thematic competition.   
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