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In summary:  

! three days were spent at University of Pretoria en route to Rhodes 
! a research/writing workshop was run at Rhodes University from 13-23 May 
! a public lecture was given in the evening of May 21st 
! time was spent with current Antarctic researchers and with those planning to go 
! help was given for theses relating to the Antarctic work. 

 
Arriving ahead of the planned workshop (to deal with jet lag), three days were spent with 
faculty and graduate students at the University of Pretoria. Discussions were had with Prof 
Sumner and several post-grads who were working on weathering projects (including 
laboratory simulations) that had connections with, and using samples from, previous studies 
on sub-Antarctic Marion Island. In addition, a lecture was given to undergraduate students 
regarding the monitoring of weathering processes. 
 
From 13-23 May the time was devoted to the primary goal of the Antarctic researchers, under 
the leadership of Prof Ian Meiklejohn, at Rhodes University, Grahamstown. This group is 
working both in the sub-Antarctic (Marion Island) and on the continent (Western Dronning 
Maud land). The 14th to 22 May was spent with the present and future graduate students 
working in the Antarctic, discussing their research projects, their current and proposed theses. 
Much time was also spent with Prof Meiklejohn discussing the overall nature of the research 
on the continent and Marion Island – what was being done, how it was being done, and what 
might be done in the future. These discussions also helped better understand both the theses 
being undertaken and the planned future graduate students. 
 
From 18-22 May a workshop was held (from 0800 to 1800hrs daily) regarding the writing up 
of the research for publications. It should be noted that all of this was quite a challenge as 
South Africa, going into winter, was suffering “rolling blackouts” of electricity that daily 
impacted computer power! Time was spent with each graduate, going over the nature of their 
work and how best to write that up for the specific journal identified as best suited for that 
work. In addition, time was also spent on discussing the broader perspectives of the work and 
how it had been undertaken as a learning exercise, for both them and myself, in quite what 
the data really said and how the work might be better done or extended as part of the overall 
Antarctic Programme. 
 
On the evening of May 21st, thankfully just as a blackout ended, a public lecture was given on 
the title “Antarctica - a continent (?) for science (?)”.  It was well attended, given the 
blackout situation, by faculty, graduate, and undergraduate students from several 
departments, plus a goodly number of non-university people who had seen the advertising for 
the talk. The theme of the lecture was around the fact that Antarctica is made up of more than 
just the continent and that, even there, it has a variety of environments. This was combined 
with what (from my earth-science perspective) the nature and meaning/direction of the 



research might be. The aim was to encourage and enthuse the students, who seemed to 
greatly enjoy the stimulation to the point that I was asked back again in 2016 to undertake 
further work with them, and I have remained in contact with several to help them with both 
their work and other contacts who can be of benefit to them. 
 
 
Outline of outcomes from the Workshop and the individual meetings:- 
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