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SCAR Science Group Fellowship Programme 
 
The Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) is a thematic organisation of the 
International Science Council (ISC). SCAR has a two-fold mission to 1) initiate, develop and 
coordinate high quality international scientific research in the Antarctic region (including the 
Southern Ocean), and on the role of the Antarctic region in the Earth system; 2) provide 
objective and independent scientific advice to the Antarctic Treaty system and other 
organizations on issues of science and conservation affecting the management of Antarctica 
and the Southern Ocean and on the role of the Antarctic region in the Earth system. 

 
Purpose of the Fellowship 

The SCAR Science Group Fellowship Programme is designed to encourage the active 
involvement of early and mid-career researchers in the work of the permanent, disciplinary 
Science Groups (SGs) to mentor potential future SCAR leaders and promote professional 
development. 

A fellow will be assigned to each of the three SGs – Geosciences, Life Sciences and 
Physical Sciences (see also the SCAR organizational chart). This fellowship programme is 
funded for two years. 
 

Details of the Award 

Each fellowship award is for US$10,000 per year. Funds can be used as a stipend; to cover 
the costs of travel to attend workshops, symposia and/or business meetings; or for other 
purposes as determined in consultation with the Chief Officer of the SG. Initial appointments 
are for one year. First-year fellows can apply for the second year, but a second year is not 
guaranteed. 
 
It is expected that the time commitment of the fellows will average ~3 hours/week. However, 
activities and time will vary from week to week. For example, preparations for meetings will 
likely require a longer weekly effort and some weeks may not have any work. 
 

Eligibility 

The programme is for researchers from SCAR member countries (full or associate). PhD 
students or those within ten years of having completed a PhD on the day of the deadline for 
applications can apply. In special cases, this ten-year period may be extended. You must 
contact the SCAR Secretariat (info@scar.org) at least three weeks before the application 
deadline if you would like to be considered for an exception to the ten-year window.  

Prior work with SCAR is not a requirement to apply, but any involvement with SCAR should 
be included in the application. Researchers from countries with developing Antarctic 
programmes (e.g., SCAR Associate Member countries) are encouraged to apply. 
 

https://www.scar.org/science/gsg/home/
https://www.scar.org/science/psg/home/
https://www.scar.org/science/psg/home/
https://www.scar.org/library/governance/organisation/5900-organogram-november-2022/file/
https://www.scar.org/about-us/members/overview/
mailto:info@scar.org?subject=SG%20Fellowship%20Programme
https://www.scar.org/
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Description of Fellowship 

The role of the fellow will be to: 

● Support the administrative work of Chief Officers and improve communication between 
Science Groups, their subsidiary groups, the SCAR Secretariat and the SCAR 
Executive Committee.  

● Participate in Science Group activities and assist Chief Officers in report and meeting 
preparations.  

● Solicit, gather, and provide news items and other outreach material about Science 
Group activities for the SCAR Newsletter and website.  

● Work with the Chief Officers to develop strategies that will further promote SCAR 
activities within the international science community. 
 

The role of Science Group leadership will be to: 

● Mentor fellows in the work of SCAR, especially the activities of the SG and its subsidiary 
Expert Groups and Action Groups. 

● Train potential future leaders of SCAR groups (e.g., Science Groups, Action Groups, 
Expert groups, etc.).  
 

How to Apply 

All applications must be made through the online application form. You may only apply for a 
fellowship to one SG. Applicants will also need a letter of support from their current research 
supervisor. The letter should address the qualifications of the applicant, and indicate that the 
supervisor understands and approves of the extra activity involved in undertaking the 
fellowship. Letters of support should be upload to this form. 

 

Evaluation 

Each SG will evaluate the applications submitted for their discipline. The selection 
committees will be designated by the SG leadership and be comprised of several SG 
representatives and include the Chief Officer. The actual number of selection committee 
members is decided by the SG leadership.  

Selection criteria: 

● Career stage 

● Potential impact of fellowship on achieving career goals 

● Prior experience with Antarctic research relative to the specific Science Group 
 

https://form.jotform.com/232184107014343
https://form.jotform.com/232281751933053
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