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The 1st SCAR Antarctic and Southern Ocean 
Science Horizon Scan  

 

The international Antarctic community came together 
to “scan the horizon” to identify the highest priority 

scientific questions that researchers should aspire to 
answer in the next two decades and beyond. 



An enthusiastic community effort! 
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20-23 April 2014 
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Antarctic   
and  

Southern 
Ocean Science 

DEFINE  
the global reach of the Antarctic 
atmosphere and Southern Ocean 

UNDERSTAND  
how, where and why ice 

sheets lose mass 

REVEAL  
Antarctica’s  

history 

LEARN  
how Antarctic life 

evolved and 
survived 

OBSERVE  
space and the Universe 

RECOGNIZE  
AND MITIGATE  
human influences 

NASA/LIMA 

Stieg et al 2009  
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Realizing  
the Promise of 

Antarctic 
Science 

SUSTAIN  
STABLE FUNDING  

PROVIDE ACCESS 
Region-wide 
Year-round 

APPLY EMERGING  
TECHNOLOGIES  

STRENGTHEN  
ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION  

ENHANCE 
INTERNATIONAL  
COOPERATION 

COMMUNICATE 
with all stakeholders 

NASA/LIMA 

Stieg et al 2009  

THE  
CHALLENGE… 



“A coordinated, portfolio of interdisciplinary science, based 
on enhanced international collaboration as no one scientist, 

program or nation can realize these aspirations alone.” 

"The best way to predict the future is to invent it.”  A. Kay 

"Tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today” 
paraphrase of an African proverb 

To Reach for the Horizon: 



Horizon Scan Supporters 
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